
 Rain Garden Species List

FORBS & WILDFLOWERS SUN Moisture Gradient
GENUS SPECIES COMMON NAME Bloom Time Flower Color Height S PS Sh Dry DM Mesic WM Wet 
Actaea rubra Red Baneberry Apr-May White 2' x x x x x
Agastache foeniculum Lavender Hyssop July-Sept Purple 1' - 3' x x x x
Agastache scrophulariaefolia Purple Hyssop July-August Purple 1' x x x x
Allium canadense Meadow Garlic, Wild Garlic May-July Pale Pink/White 1' - 2' x x x x x x x
Allium cernuum Nodding Wild Onion July-Aug. Pink-White 1' - 2' x x x
Anemone canadensis Canada Anemone May-July White 1' - 2' x x x x
Angelica atropupurea Great Angelica May-July White 2' - 8' x x x x
Aquilegia canadensis Columbine May-June Orange 1' - 2' x x x x x
Arisaema triphyllum Jack-in-the-pulpit Apr-June Green 1' - 2' x x x x
Arnoglossum atriplicifolium Pale Indian Plantain July-Sept. White 3' - 9' x x x x x x
Arnoglossum plantagineum Prairie Indian Plantain July-Aug. White 3' - 5' x x x
Arnoglossum reniforme Great Indian Plantain July-Sept. White 4' - 6' x x x x
Asarum canadense Wild Ginger May-June Red 1' x x x
Asclepias incarnata Marsh Milkweed July-Aug. Magenta 1' - 4' x x x
Aster ericoides Heath Aster July-Oct. White 1' - 3' x x x x x
Aster furcatus Forked Aster Aug-Oct. White 1' - 3' x x x x x x
Aster laevis Smooth Blue Aster Aug-Oct. Purple 1' - 3' x x x x x
Aster lanceolatus Panicled Aster Sept.-Nov. White 2' - 5' x x x x x
Aster lateriflorus Calico Aster Aug.-Sept. White 1' - 2' x x
Aster macrophyllus Large Leaved Aster July-Sept. Purple-White 1' - 5' x x x x x x
Aster novae-angliae New England Aster Aug-Oct. Purple 3' - 7' x x x x x x
Aster puniceus Bristly Aster Aug-Nov. Purple 2' - 8' x x x x x x
Aster shortii Short's Aster Aug.-Oct. Blue 1' - 4' x x x x x
Aster umbellatus Flat-top Aster Aug.-Sept. White 2' - 7' x x x x
Baptisia alba White Wild Indigo June-July White 3' - 4' x x x x x
Baptisia brateata Cream False Indigo May-June Cream 1' - 2' x x x x x x
Blephilia ciliata Downy Wood Mint May-Aug. Purple 18" - 24" x x x x x x
Blephilia hirsuta Hairy Wood Mint June-Aug. White 1' - 2' x x x x x x
Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold April-June Yellow 1' - 2' x x x x x
Campanula americana Tall Bellflower July-Aug. Purple 1' - 2' x x x x x x
Campanula rotundifolia Bluebell, Harebell June-Sept. Blue 6" - 2' x x x x x
Cardamine concatenata Cut-Leaved toothwort Apr.June White 8" - 16" x x x x
Caulophyllum thalictroides Blue Cohosh May Yellow/Green-Brown 1' - 3' x x x x
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey Tea June-Aug. White 1' - 3' x x x x
Chelona glabra White turtlehead Aug.-Sept. White 2' -  4' x x x x x

Legend
Sun: S = Full Sun, PS = Partial Shade, Sh = Shade
Moisture Gradient: (listed from dry to wet) D = Dry, DM = Dry Mesic, Mesic (Medium), WM = Wet Mesic, W = Wet



 Rain Garden Species List

FORBS & WILDFLOWERS (Con't) SUN Moisture Gradient
GENUS SPECIES COMMON NAME Bloom Time Flower Color Height S PS Sh Dry DM Mesic WM Wet 
Claytonia virginica Spring-Beauty March-May White Striped w/Pink 4" - 1' x x x x
Coreopsis lanceolata Lance-leaf Coreopsis June-Aug. Yellow 1' - 3' x x x x
Dalea purpurea Purple Prairie Clover July-Aug. Purple 1' - 3' x x x x x
Desmodium canadense Canada tick-trefoil July-Aug. Pink 2' - 4' x x x x x
Dicentra cucullaria Dutchman's Breeches Apr.-May White 4" - 1' x x x x
Dodecatheon meadia Shooting Star May-June White/Pink 1' - 2' x x x x x x x
Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower June-Oct. Purple 2' - 3' x x x x x
Eryngium yuccifolium Rattlesnake Master July-Sept. Greenish-White 1' - 2' x x x x
Eupatorium maculatum Spotted Joe Pye Weed July-Sept. Dull Pink 2' - 6' x x x x x x
Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset July-Oct. White 2' - 4' x x x x x
Eupatorium purpureum Purple Joe Pye Weed July-Sept. Pink 3' - 7' x x x x x x
Eupatorium rugosum Black Snakeroot July-Sept. White 1' - 3' x x x x x x x x
Euthamia graminifolia grass-leaved goldenrod July-Oct. Yellow 1' - 4' x x x x x x x
Filipendula rubra Queen of the Prairie June-Aug. Pale Pink  3' - 4' x x x x
Gentiana andrewsii Bottle Gentian Aug.-Oct. Blue 1' - 2' x x x x x
Geranium maculatum Wild Geranium May-June Pink 1' - 2' x x x x x
Hasteola suaveolens Sweet Indian Plantain June-Aug. White 2' - 5' x x x x
Helenium autumnale Sneezeweed Aug.-Nov. Yellow 2' - 5' x x x x x
Helianthus strumosus Woodland Sunflower June-Aug. Yellow 1'-3' x x x x x x
Heliopsis helianthoides Ox-eye Sunflower July - Sept. Yellow 2' - 5' x x x x x
Heuchera richardsonii Alum Root June - July Green 1' - 3' x x x x x x
Hypericum pyramidatum Saint John's Wort June-Sept. Yellow 2' - 5' x x x x x
Iris versicolor Wild Iris May-July Blue-Purple 2' - 3' x x x x x
Iris virginica Blue Flag Iris May-July Purple-Yellow 2' - 3' x x x x
Liatris ligulistylis Blazing Star July-Sept. Purple/Pink 2' - 5' x x x x
Liatris pycnostachya Prairie Blazing Star May-July Purple 1' - 2' x x x x x
Liatris spicata Marsh Blazing Star May-July Pink 2' - 5' x x x x x
Lilium michiganense Michigan Lily July-Sept. Orange 3' - 7' x x x x
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal Flower July-Sep. Red 2' - 5' x x x x x x
Lobelia siphilitica Great Blue Lobelia Aug.-Sep. Blue 1' - 4' x x x x
Lysimachia ciliata Fringed Loosestrife June-Aug. Yellow 1' - 4' x x x x x
Lythrum alatum Winged Loosestrife June-Sept. Pink 1' - 4' x x x
Mertensia virginica Virginia Bluebell Apr.-May Blue 1' - 2' x x x x
Mimulus ringens Monkey Flower June-Sept. Blue-Purple 1' - 3' x x x x

Legend
Sun: S = Full Sun, PS = Partial Shade, Sh = Shade
Moisture Gradient: (listed from dry to wet) D = Dry, DM = Dry Mesic, Mesic (Medium), WM = Wet Mesic, W = Wet
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Monarda fistulosa Bee Balm July-Aug. Pink-Lavender 2' - 3' x x x x x x x
Napaea dioica Glade Mallow July-Aug. White 3' - 7' x x x x
Parthenium integrifolium Feverfew, Wild Quinine July-Aug. White 2' - 3' x x x
Penstemon digitalis Smooth Penstemon May-July White 1' - 4' x x x x x
Phlox divaricata Wild Blue Phlox Apr.-June Pale Blue/Purple 10" - 20" x x x x x x
Phlox glaberrima Smooth Phlox July-Aug. Fuchsia 1' - 3' x x x x
Phlox pilosa Prairie Phlox May - July Pink 1' - 2' x x x x x x
Physostegia virginiana Obedient Plant Aug.-Oct. Purple-Pink 2' - 3' x x x x x
Polemonium reptans Jacob's Ladder April-May Violet 8" - 16" x x x x x x
Polygonatum biflorum Solomon's Seal May-June Yellow-green 1' - 6' x x x x x
Pycnanthemum virginianum Mountain Mint July-Sept. White 1' - 3' x x x x x
Ratibida pinnata Yellow Coneflower July-Sep Yellow 18" - 4' x x x x x
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan June-Oct. Yellow-Dark Brown 1' - 3' x x x x x x
Rudbeckia subtomentosa Sweet Black-eyed Susan June-Oct. Yellow 2' - 5' x x x x x
Rudbeckia triloba Brown-eyed Susan Aug.-Oct. Yellow 3' - 5' x x x x x x
Saxifraga pensylvanica Swamp Saxifrage May-June Variable 1' - 3' x x x x x
Scutellaria lateriflora Skullcap June-Sept. Blue 1' - 3' x x x x
Senna hebecarpa Wild Senna July-Aug. Yellow 3' - 6' x x x x x
Silene stellata Starry Campion July-Sept. White 1' - 3' x x x x x x
Silphium integrifolium Rosinweed July-Sept. Yellow 3' - 6' x x x x x
Silphium laciniatum Compass Plant July-Sept. Yellow 6' - 9' x x x x x x
Silphium perfoliatum Cup Plant July-Sept. Yellow 4' - 8' x x x x
Silphium terebinthinaceum Prairie Dock July-Sept. Yellow 6' - 9' x x x x x
Smilacina racemosa False Solomon's Seal May-June White 1' - 3' x x x x x x
Smilacina stellata Starry Solomon's Plume May-June White 1' - 2' x x x x x
Solidago flexicaulis Zig-zag Goldenrod Aug.-Oct. Yellow 1' - 3' x x x x x x
Solidago ohioensis Ohio Goldenrod Aug.-Oct. Yellow 1' - 3' x x x x
Solidago riddellii Riddell's Goldenrod Aug.-Oct. Yellow 1' - 3' x x x x
Solidago rigida Stiff Goldenrod Aug.-Oct. Yellow 1' - 5' x x x x x x
Thalictrum dasycarpum Meadowrue June-July White 3' - 6' x x x x x
Thalictrum dioicum Early meadow-rue Apr.-May Yellow-green 8" - 30" x x x x x
Tradescantia ohiensis Spiderwort May-July Purple 2' - 4' x x x x x
Valeriana edulis Valerian May-June White-Purple 1' - 3' x x x
Verbena hastata Blue Vervain July-Sept. Blue-Purple 2' - 6' x x x x

Legend
Sun: S = Full Sun, PS = Partial Shade, Sh = Shade
Moisture Gradient: (listed from dry to wet) D = Dry, DM = Dry Mesic, Mesic (Medium), WM = Wet Mesic, W = Wet
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Veronicastrum fasiculata Ironweed Aug.-Oct. Purple 2' - 6' x x x x
Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's Root June-Aug. White 3' - 6' x x x x
Viola canadensis Canadian White Violet May-June White 1' - 2' x x x

Zizia aptera Heartleaf Golden Alexander May-June Yellow 1' - 3' x x x x x
Zizia aurea Golden Alexander May-July Yellow 2' - 4' x x x x x x
FERNS
Adiantum pedatum Maidenhair Fern 2' - 4' x x x x x x
Athyrium fili-femina Lady Fern 2' - 3' x x x x x x x
Matteuccia struthiopteris Ostrich Fern 3' - 5' x x x x x x
Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern 18" - 24" x x x x x
GRASSES
Andropogon gerardii Big Bluestem Apr.-May Greenish-Grey 3' - 8' x x x x x
Bromus ciliatus Fringed Brome Apr.-May Yellow 1' - 5' x x x
Bromus kalmii Prairie Brome June-July Yellow 1' - 3' x x x x x
Calamagrostis canadensis Blue-joint Grass Apr.-May Green 4' - 5' x x x x x
Cinna arundinacea Wood Reed Grass June-July Green 3' - 5' x x x x x
Diarrhena obovata Beak Grass June-July Green 2' - 3' x x x x x
Elymus canadensis Canada Wild Rye Apr.-May Yellow 3' - 5' x x x x x
Elymus riparius Wild Rye July-Aug. Yellow 3' - 5' x x x x
Elymus villosus Silky Wild Rye July-Aug. Yellow 3' - 5' x x x x x
Elymus virginicus Virginia Wild Rye July-Aug. Straw 3' - 5' x x x x x
Glyceria canadensis Rattlesnake grass June-July Green 2' - 4' x x x x
Glyceria grandis Reed Manna Grass June-July Straw 3' - 5' x x x
Glyceria striata Fowl Manna Grass June-July Green 4' - 5' x x x x x
Hierochloe hirta Northern Sweet Grass June-July Green 2' - 3' x x x x x
Hystrix patula Bottlebrush Grass June-Aug. Straw 3' - 5' x x x x x x
Panicum virgatum Switch Grass Aug.-Sept. Gold 3' - 6' x x x x x x
Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem Aug.-Oct. Crimson-red 2' - 3' x x x x
Spartina pectinata Prairie Cord Grass Aug.-Sept. Gold 6' - 9' x x x x
Sporobolis heterolepis Prairie Dropseed Aug.-Sept. Gold 2' - 3' x x x x
RUSHES
Juncus effusus Soft Rush June-July Green 6" - 24" x x x x
Juncus torreyi Torrey's rush June-July Green 6" - 24" x x x

Legend
Sun: S = Full Sun, PS = Partial Shade, Sh = Shade
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SEDGES
Carex bebbii Bebb's Sedge June - July Green-Brown 1' - 3' x x x x
Carex bicknellii Prairie Sedge May-July Green 1' - 3' x x x x x
Carex comosa Bristly Sedge June - July Green 1' - 3' x x x
Carex crinita Fringed Sedge May-June Green 3' - 5' x x x x x
Carex grayi Bur Sedge May-June Green 2' - 3' x x x x x x
Carex hystericina Bottlebrush Sedge May-July Green 1' - 3' x x x
Carex scoparia Pointed Broom Sedge May-June Green 1' - 3' x x x x
Carex sprengelii Woodland Sedge May-June Green-Brown 6"- 1' x x x x x x
Carex stipata Fox Sedge May-July Green 1' - 3' x x x x x
Carex stricta Tussock Sedge May-July Green 1' - 4' x x x x
Carex vulpinoidea Brown Fox Sedge May-June Green 1' - 3' x x x x x
Scirpus atrovirens Dark Green Bulrush May-July Green 3' - 5' x x x
Scirpus cyperinus Wool Grass May-July Green/Rust 3' - 5' x x x
SHRUBS
Amelanchier laevis Allegheny Serviceberry March-May White 15' - 25' x x x x x x x
Amorpha fruticosa False Indigo May-July Purple 3' - 7' x x x x x
Aronia melanocarpa Black Chokeberry May-July White 1' - 3' x x x x x x
Cornus alternifolia Pagoda Dogwood April-May White 20' - 25' x x x x x
Cornus stolonifera Red-osier Dogwood May-June White 4' - 6' x x x x x x
Corylus americana American Hazelnut March-Sept. Yellow-Orange 8' - 18' x x x x x
Hamamelis virginiana Witch Hazel Aug. - Oct. Yellow 15' - 30' x x x x x
Hypericum kalmianum Kalm St. Johnswort July-Aug. Yellow 2' - 4' x x x x x
Hypericum pyramidatum Great St. Johnswort July-Aug. Yellow 2' - 4' x x x x x
Ilex verticillata Common Winterberry June-July Greenish-White 3' - 12' x x x x
Physocarpus opulifolius Common Ninebark May-June White-Pink 5' - 8' x x x x x
Ribes americanum American Black Currant May-June White-Yellow 12' - 18' x x x x
Salix discolor Pussy Willow March White 15' - 20' x x x x x x
Sambucus canadensis Elderberry June-Aug. Yellow-Green 6' - 12' x x x x x x
Spiraea alba Meadow Sweet Spring-Fall Yellow-Brown 8' - 12' x x x x
Viburnum acerifolium Maple-Leaf Arrowwood June White 3' - 6' x x x x x x
Viburnum lentago Nannyberry May-Sept Purple 15' - 25' x x x x x x
Viburnum rafinesquianum Downy Arrowwood May-June White 6' - 10' x x x x x
Viburnum trilobum American Cranberry May-June White 5' - 12' x x x x x x

Legend
Sun: S = Full Sun, PS = Partial Shade, Sh = Shade
Moisture Gradient: (listed from dry to wet) D = Dry, DM = Dry Mesic, Mesic (Medium), WM = Wet Mesic, W = Wet
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